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Russell Barrowclough is a Melthamer born and bred - schooled at Meltham C of E School and then Honley High 
School. The first 39 years of his working life were spent as a partner and then owner of a well-known local patisserie 
business (based in Meltham) until selling and semi-retiring in Spring 2022. Russell now spends part days working 
in a Marsden Bakery and spending time with his grandchild and family. A massive supporter of small local 
businesses, as well as a lover of locally produced and sourced foods. - Russell is looking to give a little back to the 
village that has provided him with so much.

Kate Buchanan has been a Town Councillor for over 10 years. Elected Town Mayor in 2019, 
Kate took a leading role in the Ask Meltham initiative, helping the Town Council establish its priorities and was 
involved in the early stages of planning for refurbishing Robert Ashton Memorial Park. A Trustee for the Carlile 
Institute and a former governor of Meltham CofE, Kate helped establish the first Holmfirth Art Week: Meltham 
Fringe exhibition. She runs Meltham Community Choir, Singing for Health group and is passionate about 
promoting and supporting creative activities in Meltham.

Richard Crankshaw is a driving instructor who lives in Meltham with his 2 children. He is an 
active community volunteer, including Meltham Memories, Beer Festival and Civic events 
such as Remembrance Sunday and the Civic Service parades. Known by many as the 

‘Meltham Womble’ he is frequently seen picking up litter and keeping Meltham clean and tidy. 

David Haigh has lived all his life in Meltham. Now retired from teaching - he is vice chair of a 
large northern academy trust, an active magistrate and drives part time on the village 933 
bus service. No stranger to the Town Council - David has been Chairman/Mayor three times 
and chaired the finance, administration and properties committee in recent years. A firm 
believer in the importance of strong public transport, he spends part of his leisure time 
driving vintage buses. Adamant about sustainable communities, David advocates where possible mutual 
solutions to promote economic growth and social resilience.

Richard Jackson was born in and has lived in the village all his life. He is married to Adele and 
they have 3 grown up children and 4 grandchildren. He was a retained firefighter at Meltham 

Fire Station for 33 years and worked for Yorkshire Ambulance Service in emergency care before returning to the 
construction industry as a site manager for a local company. As a former coach and committee member of 
Meltham boxing club and coach, child welfare officer and committee member of Meltham All Blacks junior rugby 
club - he is keen to see all junior sports supported. Involved with Meltham Christmas lights for more than 20 years.

Ann Jurczyszyn moved to Meltham in 2000 with her husband Chesh. She is a former Nursery 
Nurse and worked for Tameside Social Services. She is a keen walker and is a volunteer walk 
leader for Meltham Health walks and is treasurer and walk leader with Meltham Walkers are 
Welcome. She's a member of the Friends of Meltham Pleasure Grounds group and enjoys planning family events, 
such as Light Up the Pleasure Grounds. Ann is a Trustee of The Carlile Institute.

Spencer King has lived in Meltham with his wife since 1999, both of his children were born 
and raised here. Spencer has been actively involved in many of the Town's community 
activities over the years including Meltham Memories and the Meltham Beer Festival. 
Spencer works at Kirklees Council, within the School catering team and as such has a passion 

for providing opportunities for the young people of the Town to thrive. Spencer enjoys woodwork and among 
many other activities. Supporting local businesses and promoting Meltham is a key objective in improving the 
Town for all residents.

Lisa Naylor has grown up in the Colne Valley and moved to Meltham 2 years ago. She is 
engaged to Matt Coates. Lisa works as Head of Sport for Lancaster University and has a 
passion for Sport and Physical Activity. Lisa has experience with local music festivals and other charity events. She 
wants to represent the local community and help develop and improve Meltham for the benefit of its local 
residents. Lisa wants to work with local businesses, to make Meltham the place to be!

Richard Noon is current Town Mayor and was elected as a Councillor in 2015. Richard is active 
in the community, delivering Christmas Lights, Meltham Memories events, Meltham Beer 
Festival and remains a founding Trustee of The Carlile Institute. Richard played an active role 
in the local response to the Covid pandemic and also secured significant funding to improve 
Meltham Food Bank. Richard has also established a regular comedy night at The Carlile 
Institute.

John Varley has lived in Meltham for over 50 years, and is married with 3 grown up children 
and 4 grandchildren. He has volunteered at various local organisations that his children 
attended whilst growing up. More recently, he has helped out delivering food and 
prescriptions to local residents during Covid, for which he received a Pride of Meltham Covid 'Thank You' award. 
John has also helped with the Christmas lights and the erection of market stalls at various local events. Proud to 
live in and promote Meltham.
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