Chair of the Planning, Environment & General
Purposes Committee Annual Report For 2025/26

Membership of the committee has stayed stable over the past 12
months with many members continuing on from 2023/24. Itis
important to note that there is a good balance within the membership
with some members with detailed knowledge of the planning process
whilst others have a very deep knowledge of the township and its
diverse need due to being resident for many years. The main role of
the committee as a statutory consultee on planning issues affecting the
township is to scrutinise new planning applications submitted to
Kirklees Council and make representations to Kirklees planners with
regards to any issues that we feel would have a negative impact on the
local area and its residents.

To this end we invite the public to attend meetings if they so wish and
we take note of any correspondence from residents concerning active
planning applications. We would actively encourage residents to attend
meetings in person if they feel that they have a concern over any
planning issues affecting the area and a good number have done so
over the past 12 months. Whilst not all of the concerns of residents fall
within the scope of planning regulations it provides valuable context to
the committee about local concerns.

On 25th March 2026, new plan-making regulations were brought into
effect which introduced new requirements to commence preparation
of a Local Plan: The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning)
(England) Regulations 2026. It is not yet clear what impact that the
change of local plan will have in this area, and it will be important to
keep abreast of any forthcoming changes to ensure that we make
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representations where appropriate to protect our township and its
green spaces. The published timetable for the preparation of this plan
is set out in the document at the link below but the adoption of the
new plan is not expected to happen until April 2029.

Kirklees Local Plan Timetable

The work to keep on top of the town cleanup continued this year with
reported areas of concern either addressed directly by the council or
brought to the attention of relevant responsible bodies where
appropriate. It is worth continuing to note the hard work and
dedication shown by volunteers from many local groups in keeping the
township clean and tidy and this really feeds into the culture of taking
pride in the area in which you live.

The committee has had input in to many of the projects being
considered by the Town Council with regards to improving the facilities
and amenities within the area and has fed this back into full council and
other relevant committees.

Finally thank you to my fellow committee members, the Town Clerk
and the local residents who have engaged with the committee in the
last 12 months.

Yours sincerely,

Spencer Ring

Cllr Spencer King
Chair of Planning, Environment & General Purposes Committee
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