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Meltham Town Council
The Carlile Institute 
Meltham HD9 4AE

01484 362 927
townclerk@melthamtowncouncil.gov.uk

The Council offices are on the first floor of 
The Carlile Institute, accessed via lift or stairs.

At the Annual Town Meeting on 
Tuesday 26th May, the outgoing 
Mayor, Cllr Ann Jurczyszyn, handed 
over the chains to Cllr Lisa Coates.  
Lisa & the Town Council thanked 
Ann for her service during a busy 
a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  y e a r .  A n n ’s 
dedication, energy and genuine 
love for our community have shone 
through in everything she has done, 
from supporting local events and 
youth projects, to improving our 
green spaces and helping “Make 
Meltham Sparkle” at Christmas. 

Ann’s leadership has helped move 
forward important projects including 
Broadlands Recreat ion Ground, 
continued investment in Robert 
Ashton Memorial Park, and stronger 
community engagement through the 
Ask Meltham consultation. 

Lisa works as Head of Spor t at 
Lancaster University and moved to 
Meltham from Slaithwaite with her 
now husband, Matthew Coates, in 
2020. Lisa quickly started to support 
local events such as community days, 
picnic in the park & the beer festival 
and was then elected to Meltham 
Town Council as an independent 
councillor in May 2023. 

Lisa has since become a trustee of 
Meltham Sports Complex, supports 
local youth provision and is a member 
of the Meltham Memories committee. 
Lisa was Deputy Town Mayor last year 
and looks forward to the year ahead as 
your Town Mayor for 2026/27.  

Lisa said, “I’m deeply honoured to have 
been nominated as the next Mayor of 
Meltham for 2026/27. Meltham is a 
town with a proud community spirit, 
and I’m excited about what we can 
achieve together in the year ahead. I 
want to continue building on this 
positive momentum, supporting local 
g ro u p s ,  l i s t e n i n g  t o  re s i d e n t s , 
encouraging opportunities for young 
p e o p l e ,  i m p r o v i n g  o u r  t o w n 
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  c e l e b r a t i n g 
everything that makes Meltham such a 
special place to live”. 

I’m looking forward to working with 
councillors, volunteers, community 
organisations and residents across the 
town, and I’m confident that together 
we can make the coming year a 
posit ive and successful  one for 
everyone”.
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Follow us 
on Facebook 
and Instagram
for news and updates!
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In October, the Members of Meltham Walkers are Welcome held their popular 
Light Up event in Meltham Pleasure Grounds. 

This is a fabulous community project, with many community groups 
contributing beautiful hand made lanterns. The event is free, however there 
was a collection on the night which raised £200, which will help to by 
materials, lights, etc, for this year’s event on Saturday 24th October.

Refreshments were provided by the Make Meltham Sparkle Committee and 
the hot chocolate was very popular! 
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M E L T H A M 

FESTIVAL
WINNERS 2026WINNERS 2026WINNERS 2026

This year’s theme was Star Wars and the This year’s theme was Star Wars and the 
force was certainly with you all as the town force was certainly with you all as the town 
was decorated with characters from the was decorated with characters from the 
popular film. Here are the winners of each popular film. Here are the winners of each 
category and we’d also like to thank Pam category and we’d also like to thank Pam 
Murgatroyd, who is stepping down from Murgatroyd, who is stepping down from 
the Scarecrow Festival Committee, for her the Scarecrow Festival Committee, for her 
contribution to this fabulous annual event.contribution to this fabulous annual event.

Pam wrote a poem about leaving scarecrows, to be Pam wrote a poem about leaving scarecrows, to be 
said to the music of 'My Way' by Frank Sinatra:said to the music of 'My Way' by Frank Sinatra:

VERSE:VERSE:
So now the end is hereSo now the end is here

And I have made my final scarecrow And I have made my final scarecrow 
I've had a brilliant time I've had a brilliant time 

Met lots of people who I didn't knowMet lots of people who I didn't know
I papier mache lots of headsI papier mache lots of heads

Stuck on the eyebrows, nose & earsStuck on the eyebrows, nose & ears
But now the time has comeBut now the time has come

To say Good Luck, goodbye & cheers.To say Good Luck, goodbye & cheers.

CHORUS:CHORUS:
But what will I do? What have I got?But what will I do? What have I got?

I have the library, that's a lot,I have the library, that's a lot,
I'm known for saying what I feelI'm known for saying what I feel

And I'm not joking, that's for real.And I'm not joking, that's for real.
This record shows, so everyone knowsThis record shows, so everyone knows

I'm done with scarecrows.I'm done with scarecrows.
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enough to see him live on one of them.  This year was enough to see him live on one of them.  This year was 
my comeback and there will not be anymore.  I have my comeback and there will not be anymore.  I have 
loved it and thanks to all those who worked along side loved it and thanks to all those who worked along side 
me to put on this super event, especially Jonathan me to put on this super event, especially Jonathan 
Quarmby, who no longer lives in Meltham but never Quarmby, who no longer lives in Meltham but never 
missed.”missed.”

This year’s theme was Star Wars and the 
force was certainly with you all as the town 
was decorated with characters from the 
popular film. Here are the winners of each 
category and we’d also like to thank Pam 
Murgatroyd, who is stepping down from 
the Scarecrow Festival Committee, for her 
contribution to this fabulous annual event.

Pam wrote a poem about leaving scarecrows, to be 
said to the music of 'My Way' by Frank Sinatra:

VERSE:
So now the end is here

And I have made my final scarecrow 
I've had a brilliant time 

Met lots of people who I didn't know
I papier mache lots of heads

Stuck on the eyebrows, nose & ears
But now the time has come

To say Good Luck, goodbye & cheers.

CHORUS:
But what will I do? What have I got?

I have the library, that's a lot,
I'm known for saying what I feel

And I'm not joking, that's for real.
This record shows, so everyone knows

I'm done with scarecrows.

“Frankie made lots of comebacks and I was lucky 
enough to see him live on one of them.  This year was 
my comeback and there will not be anymore.  I have 
loved it and thanks to all those who worked along side 
me to put on this super event, especially Jonathan 
Quarmby, who no longer lives in Meltham but never 
missed.”

JUNIOR INDIVIDUAL
1. William Jarvis

2. Rebecca Tyson
3. Sam Asquith

JUNIOR GROUP
1. Meltham Pre-school

2. Marine Cadets
3. Hattersley Family

SENIOR INDIVIDUAL
1. Brenda Taylor

2. Ben & Tom
3. Christopher Beretti

SENIOR GROUP
1. Bellringers
2. Greenacres

3. ME Community Band
3. Women's Institute

FOOD BUSINESS
1. Kosy Kitchen
2. Fourth Fiend

3. G Haigh Butchers

GENERAL RETAIL
1. Flower Box

2. See, Hear, Health
3. Paisley Properties

CHARITY ORGANISATIONS
1. Kirkwood Hospice

2. Crossroads Shop (Shoe Bacca)
3. Meltham Food Bank

HUMAN SCARECROW WINNER
Willow

PICTURE COMPETITION
AGES 4 TO 7

Luella
Betsy
Theo

Freddie

AGES 8 TO 11
Aria
Lexi

Mary
Martha
Harriet

Isla

CASH PRIZE RAFFLE
1st  Jo Ashley

2nd Kristi-Lee Fuller
3rd H? Waggon & Horses

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE WINNERS AND MANY 
THANKS FOR TAKING PART. IF YOUR PRIZE IS NOT 
DELIVERED TO YOU IT CAN BE COLLECTED FROM 

MELTHAM LIBRARY WHEN STAFFED:

Tuesday – 1pm to 5pm
Closed Wednesday

Thursday – 1.30pm to 5.30pm
Friday – 10am to 2pm

Saturday – 10am to 2pm

Or ring me on 07761 393 502
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M E L T H A M
BEER FESTIVAL
The Easter Weekend was wild, wet and windy, but 
residents still came along and enjoyed the food, 
drink and live music at the Sports Complex! 

Thanks to all the organisers, volunteers and 
musicians who coped with the very challenging 
conditions and swif tly moved most of  the 
entertainment indoors. 

Meltham Summer Party was a fabulous free event in Meltham Summer Party was a fabulous free event in 
the Carlile car park, when Elton John came to town. the Carlile car park, when Elton John came to town. 
The weather was awful but everyone enjoyed the The weather was awful but everyone enjoyed the 
l i v e  m u s i c  b y  M e l t h a m  a n d  M e l t h a m  M i l l s l i v e  m u s i c  b y  M e l t h a m  a n d  M e l t h a m  M i l l s 
Community Band, Meltham and Meltham Mills Blast Community Band, Meltham and Meltham Mills Blast 
Band, Meltham and Meltham Mills Brass Band, Rob Band, Meltham and Meltham Mills Brass Band, Rob 
Marshal and Step Into Elton, tribute act. Marshal and Step Into Elton, tribute act. 

Thanks to all the food and beer sellers, the stall Thanks to all the food and beer sellers, the stall 
holders, the Carlile volunteers who provided a bar holders, the Carlile volunteers who provided a bar 
and all the volunteers who worked so hard to make and all the volunteers who worked so hard to make 
t h e  e ve nt  a  s u cce s s  i n  s p i te  o f  t h e  we at h e r t h e  e ve nt  a  s u cce s s  i n  s p i te  o f  t h e  we at h e r 
conditions! conditions! 

Meltham Summer Party was a fabulous free event in 
the Carlile car park, when Elton John came to town. 
The weather was awful but everyone enjoyed the 
l i v e  m u s i c  b y  M e l t h a m  a n d  M e l t h a m  M i l l s 
Community Band, Meltham and Meltham Mills Blast 
Band, Meltham and Meltham Mills Brass Band, Rob 
Marshal and Step Into Elton, tribute act. 

Thanks to all the food and beer sellers, the stall 
holders, the Carlile volunteers who provided a bar 
and all the volunteers who worked so hard to make 
t h e  e ve nt  a  s u cce s s  i n  s p i te  o f  t h e  we at h e r 
conditions! 

Once again, the Meltham Community Day, hosted by 
The Carlile Institute and Crossroads was a great success. 
There was something for everyone,  with information 
about local history, arts and crafts, sports clubs, 
gardening, local charities and organisations. Thanks to 
all the volunteers and to everyone who once again 
worked so hard to make their stalls look so attractive 
and interesting! 

The refreshments stall was also popular, with lots of homemade cakes and goodies. Proceeds from the sale of 
refreshments were donated to Meltham Food bank as part of the Mayor’s Charity Collection. 
Updated copies of the Activities Directory are available online, in the Library and Crossroads.

Beaumont Bradley Estates – A £1,298.50 grant was awarded 
on the 28th of April 2025, this was to pay for 50% of a new 
toller and controller for the Town Hall clock – COMMUNITY 
PROJECTS FUND – LARGER GRANTS.

Meltham Chess Club – A £700 grant was awarded on the 21st 
of July 2025 so they could purchase 25 additional chess clocks, 
so larger tournaments can be hosted – GRANT SCHEME – 
SMALLER GRANTS.

Meltham Cricket Club – A £10,000 grant was awarded on the 
22nd of September 2025 which will go towards a brand new 
two lane all weather artificial nets facility. It was agreed that 
£7,500 would be paid immediately and £2,500 be paid in April 
2026 – COMMUNITY PROJECTS FUND – LARGER GRANTS.

Meltham Churches Together – A £350 grant was awarded on 
the 20th of October 2025 towards the Carols in the Park 
annual event each December – GRANT SCHEME – SMALLER 
GRANTS.

Meltham Scarecrow Group – A £475 grant was awarded on 
the 23rd of February 2026 towards the expenses of organising 
the Annual Scarecrow event – GRANT SCHEME – SMALLER 
GRANTS

TH3-5  APRIL 2026

MELTHAM SUMMER PARTYMELTHAM SUMMER PARTYMELTHAM SUMMER PARTY

Community Day

Grants Awarded by Meltham 
Town Council in 2025/26

Crossroads information stall with Sue Priestley
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Meltham Town Council Assumes Management 
of Broadlands Recreation Grounds

Picnic In The Park

Signalling a New Era for Community 
S p a c e ,  M e l t h a m  To w n  C o u n c i l  i s 
delighted to announce that it  has 
officially resumed the role of Corporate 
Trustee and day-to-day management of 
the Broadlands Recreation Ground. 
This transition marks a significant 
milestone in ensuring the long-term 
sustainability, safety, and accessibility 
o f  o n e  o f  M e l t h a m’s  c h e r i s h e d 
community open space assets.

T h e  To w n  Co u n c i l  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o 
revitalising the grounds, ensuring they 
remain a vibrant hub for sport, play, and 
relaxat ion for  res idents  of  a l l  ages. 
Fol lowing the formal  t ransfer  f rom 
Kirklees Council Corporate Trustees, the 
Town Council is now the sole Corporate 
Trustee, with elected Meltham Town 
Councillors becoming the Trustees.

Completion of this process has taken 
several years, Former Town Mayor of 
Meltham, Kirklees Ward Councillor & Town 
Councillor Richard Noon commented;
“I’m delighted that after almost 4 years of 
negotiations, planning and putting the case 
forward, another asset in our Town is back 
in community ownership and management. 
It speaks volumes about how Independent 
led Town Councils can and do achieve great 
things when we work with our community, 
for our community.”

Town Mayor of Meltham, Cllr Lisa Coates 
added;
“I’m pleased to be leading the Town Council 
at this important moment. A lot of effort has 

already gone into this project by Meltham 
Town Council and I’d like to thank our Town 
Clerk, Mark Brook and Tara Ball (Community 
Proj e c t s  D e l i ve r y  M a n a g e r ) ,  f o r  t h e i r 
persistence on this project. Now that the 
legal process is complete, we will soon begin 
work aimed at improving the Rec.” 

The Council is currently in the process of 
finalising project costs and scoping works 
for the following key areas:

E n h a n c e d  S e c u r i t y :  I m p l e m e n t i n g 
measures to secure the perimeter of the 
recreation ground, providing greater 
peace of mind for local families and users.

Pitch Revitalisation: Partnering with the 
West Riding FA to develop a strategic plan 
to upgrade and improve the quality of the 
p l ay i n g  p i tc h e s ,  s u p p o r t i n g  l o c a l 
grassroots football.

Play Equipment Safety :  Conducting 
rigorous, professional safety inspections 
of all children’s play equipment to ensure 
the highest standards of safety for the 
town’s youngest residents.

Improved Accessibi l i ty :  Pr ior it is ing 
accessible access points across the Rec, so 
that prams, wheelchairs etc can access the 
Rec from all points, whilst restricting 
access to unwanted vehicles such as 
motorbikes and quad bikes. This will 
ensure that the recreation ground is 
inclusive and easily accessible to all 
members of our community.

Town Mayor, Cllr Lisa Coates continued to 
say:
“ We  a r e  t h r i l l e d  t o  t a ke  o n  t h i s 
responsibil ity ;  Broadlands Recreation 
Grounds is a vital space for our town. By 
taking over the management, we can now 
invest the time, resources, and strategic 
planning necessary to ensure it reaches its 
full potential as a safe, accessible, and high-
quality facility for everyone to enjoy.” 

The Council looks forward to working 
c l o s e l y  w i t h  re s i d e nt s  a n d  l o c a l 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  t h ro u g h o u t  t h i s 
improvement process. Further updates 
re g a rd i n g  p ro j e c t  t i m e l i n e s  a n d 
community engagement opportunities 
will be shared as plans develop.

Meltham Town Council is dedicated to 
serving the residents of Meltham by 
promoting the social, economic, and 
environmental well-being of the town 
and its community spaces.

Saturday 29th August 11am-4pm

We’ve got a fabulous day planned for 
you. Just bring a picnic and a blanket 
and join the fun.

Admission free, everyone welcome 
(wel l  behaved dogs  must  be on 
leads).

There’s live music, sports, activities, 
crafts and information stalls, tractors, 
face painting and much more!

There will also be refreshments to 
purchase, including  coffee, tea and 
hot chocolate, available in St James 

Church, Dixons Ice Cream & Three 
Fiends.

There’s limited parking, but there will 
be a regular bus service, thanks to Cllr 
David Haigh for the details;

Both the 324 bus and the 933 local 
south Pennine bus run past the park, 
the 933 departs Morrisons 44 minutes 
past the hour from 0944 to 1544 and 
runs via Heather Road and Calmlands 
to the bus stop at the rear of the park 
on Meltham mills road THEN RUNS 
ONTO HUDDERSFIELD ROAD and 
stops at the bus top near the park 
entrance about 55 past the hour 
arriving in Meltham on the hour, last 
departure to Meltham at 1555.

Cllr John Varley, Ward Cllr Richard Noon, Cllr Ann Jurczyszyn, Town Clerk Mark Brook, 
Town Mayor Lisa Coates, Cllr Russell Barrowclough, Cllr Richard Crankshaw and Cllr Paul White


